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As summer gives way to autumn, many of us are thrilled by the
opportunity to wrap our hands around a pumpkin spice latte,
pull on a favorite cozy sweater and crunch through the fallen

leaves. But none of that can compare to the pure joy outdoor photogra-
phers experience in the fall months.  

Autumn is far and away the most photogenic of seasons, especially in
Wisconsin: the once-monochromatic landscape turns a hundred shades
of red, brown and yellow; functional buildings and bridges become chic
rustic backdrops; and rising morning mist gives even the most tranquil body of water an oth-
erworldly feel.

With its abundance of waterways, rural vistas, old bridges,
historic buildings and coastal views, Ozaukee County is as
alluring as any county a photographer will find. Several local
photographers shared with us some of their favorite Ozaukee
County spots to shoot as summer yields to fall.

Cedarburg portrait photographer Sarah Fitting relishes a
good fall family photo shoot. “Not just because of the beautiful
colors we’re gifted with,” she explains, “although that’s part of
it. But with fall comes softer lighting that flatters every skin
tone, so every photo takes on a warm, golden hue that doesn’t
require light kits and reflectors. Rustic barns, wood piles and
old bridges take on a nostalgic, romantic feel, and falling
leaves, acorns and fall flowers keep little hands busy and help
families avoid stiff, stilted poses.”

Fitting shoots all over the country, but many local families
prefer to stay in their hometowns, to lend a personal touch to
their photos.

“When choosing locations for a shoot, think about what a
certain location means to your family,” says Fitting. “Find a
place that makes your photo personal and creates more feel-
ings within the images, like an area in town you frequent or
the patio of your favorite coffee shop. Sometimes just the hint

of a familiar place is enough.” 
Among her favorite spots in Cedarburg are

the bridge, creek and waterfall in Cedar Creek
Park; the rustic old buildings of Cedar Creek
Settlement and the Ozaukee Interurban Bridge.
Port Washington also offers great landmarks
for family photos, including the Port Washing-
ton harbor and lighthouse, or the textured, sto-
ried buildings of the historic downtown. 

“Lion’s Den Park in Grafton and the beach at
Harrington State Park are both personal
favorites,” says Fitting. “Both lend a coastal
feeling to family portraits without having to
travel more than a few minutes from home.”

Zach Hall of Zach Hall Photography special-
izes in landscape photography, and agrees with
the allure of Lake Michigan. “Harrington
Beach State Park should be near the top of the
list for any photographer who enjoys water and

long exposure style photography,” he says. “With endless beaches, twisted driftwood and beauti-
ful rocks, a photographer will never run out of new angles to try.”

Lion’s Den Gorge is another of Hall’s favorite spots. “With breathtaking views from atop the
bluffs and a lake that sometimes resembles an ocean,” says Hall, “the beauty is spectacular.” 

But Hall is quick to point out that there’s
more to photography than the iconic views
everyone enjoys; in fact, he tries to avoid
them.  

“Don’t forget to explore uncharted territo-
ries,” he advises. “Many times, a great image
is staring you straight in the face; you just
need to see it from a unique perspective. At
Lion’s Den, take the many steps down to see
the small creek that flows out into Lake
Michigan. At Tendick Park in the town of
Saukville, the grassy fields, ponds and wood-
en paths create a landscape that can be very
large or very intimate – it’s whatever you
truly want to make it, which is why it’s one of
my favorite spots in Ozaukee County.

“If you are fortunate enough to witness a

breathtaking
sunset, turn
around and look
east as well!” he
c o n t i n u e s .
“Often, people
are so focused
on photograph-

ing the setting sun that they forget to
turn around and see the vibrant colors
that same sunset is splashing onto the
opposite sky – many great shots come
from the east during sunset hour!”

For Mequon photographer Dan Rice,
the golden hours are immediately after
sunrise or just before sunset – when the
filtered light offers a wonderful soft,
warm quality and the sun lingers low in

the sky. 
“Watch the weather,” Rice advises. “Cold

nights followed by warm days create the
ideal conditions for morning mist and fog.
Atmospheric conditions like storms on the
coasts, or events like volcanoes, can create
interesting sunrises and sunsets as far
inland as the Midwest. If you pick your spot,
set your alarm and give yourself plenty of
time to watch and wait, you’ll be rewarded
with some of the most spectacular sights
Mother Nature has to offer.”

One of Rice’s favorite spots is the Port
Washington harbor. “Amazing sunrises and
sunsets, tall masted ships, piers, breakwa-
ters, lighthouses, the moon over the water
… how can a photographer go wrong?” 

Rice is a self-proclaimed sucker for the
profoundly romantic vision of a silhouette. “Autumn is a great time to shoot against the sun,” he
explains. “Backlighting turns colors bright and vibrant, reveals the structures of solid objects
and filters light through translucent ones. Look for an uncluttered landscape and position the
subject between you and the sun. The dramatic contrast between a light sky and dark subject is
always a winner.”

While professional photographers rarely venture out without their equipment, most of us trav-
el lightly, but are fortunate to have cell phones capable of taking high quality photos. Here are
some tips from the pros for getting the most out of your cell phone camera as you’re out and about
in Ozaukee County.

“In my opinion, the single most important aspect of a good photo is framing,” says Rice. “A
well-balanced and well-composed photo draws the viewer in. Rather than centering the subject,
offset it to one side or another. And take time to set your focus,” he adds. “Tap the screen of your
phone to focus the camera on your subject. Some phones even have a portrait mode, which
reduces the depth of field so your subject is sharp and the background is soft.”

“When you’re photographing people,” advises Fitting, “make sure the sun falls evenly on every-
one. Avoid having someone in the sun and someone in the shade in the same photo, or the mot-
tled light caused by sun coming through the leaves. For the best light, photograph people in open

shade with your subjects facing the sun.”
“Find a different perspective,” says Hall.

“Taking photos from a unique, unexpected
angle will not only be fun, but it will make
for a much more pleasing image that
stands out from the rest. Take your time to
really embrace a location. If it’s large, fig-
ure out what smaller details you like about
the scene and start there. Once you realize
what you like and build your composition
around it, the image will come together
much more naturally. Have fun and don’t
be afraid to fail – you learn the most from
the mistakes you make!”

For more information about what Ozau-
kee County has to offer, visit the  Ozaukee
Tourism website at www.ozaukee-
tourism.com.

Ozaukee County through a camera lens
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MEQUON — The Ozaukee County Historical Society will hold its “Women in History”
fundraising luncheon Oct. 12. 

This year celebrates the 100th anniversary of Wisconsin’s ratification of 19th Amend-
ment to the Constitution, giving women the right to vote.
The event, “Voices Longing to be Heard: Women’s Suffrage,”
will include a lunch with a choice of two entrées, cash bar,
tea tasting, exhibit and silent auction. Seating is limited to
150 guests.

The presentation will be by Chris Milton and Susan
Kohout, who portray Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady
Stanton. As uncompromising women’s rights leaders, the
two transformed the political and social condition of
women in American society. Stanton was the leading voice
and philosopher of the women’s rights and suffrage move-
ments while Anthony was the powerhouse who comman-
deered the legions of women who struggled to win the ballot
for American women. 

In 1851, Anthony and Cady Stanton embarked on a collab-
oration that evolved into one of the most productive work-

ing partnerships in U.S. history, especially women’s history. These two women worked
together for over 50 years to fight for women’s right to vote.  

In 1872, Anthony voted illegally and let the public know that the Constitution and the
rights it proclaims were not just intended for men, as she
stated, “We, the people, not we, the white male citizens.” 

The Suffrage Movement, as it grew to be known, became a
real grass-roots movement that was both seen and heard
everywhere, at holidays, at celebrations and always at polit-
ical forums. The motto became “Men, their rights, and noth-
ing more; Women, their rights and nothing less.”

After their many efforts and struggles, neither woman
lived long enough to see the ratification of the 19th Amend-
ment, but paved the way for future generations.   

Come to “Voices Longing to be Heard; Women's Suffrage”
and hear more conversations of these great “Women in His-
tory.” The event begins at 11 a.m. at Ozaukee Country Club,
10823 N. River River Road. 

Tickets are $35; reservations are required and are avail-
able at www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us/women-luncheon.

‘Women in History’ celebrates 100th anniversary of women’s right to vote

OZAUKEE/WASHINGTON COUNTIES — Preserving the water resources, natural areas
and working lands of Ozaukee and Washington counties is the mission of the Ozaukee
Washington Land Trust. Its efforts improve the water quality of the area’s lakes, streams,
rivers and wetlands, protect and enhance wildlife habitat and preserve the scenic and open
spaces that define the rural landscape. By creating strong conservation relationships, the
group promotes public awareness of the benefits of land preservation and provides oppor-
tunities for nature-based recreation, improving the quality of life in the communities. 

Among its 2018-19 major accomplish-
ments, the OWLT was re-accredited by the
Land Trust Alliance, purchased Kinna-
mon II and moved forward on a farm prop-
erty in Ozaukee County for its Making
Allies for Healthier Communities initia-
tive. Volunteers planted over 2,000 trees,
restored several acres of wetlands, com-
pleted a three-year invasive species EPA
project, started the pollinator project at
Forest Beach Migratory Preserve and cre-
ated a trail at Sauk Creek.

The theme for this year’s annual dinner,
held Aug. 22 at The Watermark at Shully’s
in Thiensville, was farmland preserva-
tion. According to the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Trade and Con-
sumer Protection, Wisconsin lost over
200,000 acres of farmland in the last two
years. Once farms are bulldozed and paved over, that land
is lost forever.

When working with conservation in mind, farming pro-
motes productive soils and helps to improve lake, river
and drinking water quality. 

Making Allies for Healthier Communities is a partner-
ship between Fondy Food Center, Land Trust Alliance,
Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District and the Con-
servation Fund to promote healthy communities by con-
serving quality farmland for local farmers to grow and
sell fresh food to all Milwaukee, especially underserved
neighbors, and to improve water quality in the Milwau-
kee River.  The Making Allies pilot project seeks to
encourage innovation and create a new model for com-
munity conservation.

As part of the annual dinner, the OWLT presented awards to several individuals and
groups who have, through their efforts, met the motto of the organization – Preserve, Pro-
tect, Pass it on! The Arthur E. Schait Volunteerism Award went to Paul Gutelius and Judy
Rupnow. This award is for an outstanding OWLT achievement in volunteering. Gutelius
works with the Stewardship Crew but also cares for Bratt Woods, adjacent to the Ozaukee
Interurban Trail in Grafton. He coordinates sites for the Treasures of Oz tour and is a 10-
year member of the Steering Group for Ozaukee Treasures Network. Rupnow serves as an

OWLT conservation easement monitor for four different properties
and over the last year served a lead role on the OWLT Development
& Communications Committee.

Lillian Ritger, the Ritger Woods and Farm  received the Patricia
Wilmeth Stewardship Award. This award is given for outstanding
achievement in protection or stewardship of a property, forest or
wildlife habitat. In 2005 and 2013, conservation easements of 151
acres of the Ritger family’s Allenton farm were donated to OWLT. 

The Michael Frome Outreach & Education Award was awarded
to Kay Dahlke. The award is given to an educator, writer or media
source that demonstrates excellence in education or sharing infor-
mation related to land preservation and the environment. In the
summer of 2018, while taking a Treasures of Oz tour, she learned
about the importance of the Mequon Partners in Preservation Pro-
ject, completed with Ozaukee County, MMSD, the Conservation
Fund, city of Mequon, Wisconsin Wetlands Association and UWM.
Through the excellent writing of Colleen Jurkiewicz, the News
Graphic, for which Dahlke is the features editor, ran a series of
articles focused on the project.

The final award, the Timothy Kaul Leadership Award, was
awarded to The Clean Farm Families Program of Ozaukee County
and Karen Nenahlo of the Working Soils Program-Wisconsin. This
award is given to a public servant or community leader who has
shown outstanding leadership in conservation. Concerned farm-
ers in Ozaukee County have made the decision to protect land and
water through their innovative use of land and water resources in
the Milwaukee River Basin with eventual impact on Lake Michi-
gan. Working Soils concentrates efforts on water quality and flood-
ing risks in the Milwaukee River watershed of Ozaukee and Wash-
ington counties. The program preserves wildlife habitat and
reduces stormwater volume, sediments and nutrients entering the
waterways.

To learn more, visit the Ozaukee Washington Land Trust web-
site,  owlt.org.

Timothy Kaul Leadership Award: from left Andy
Holschbach, director of Ozaukee Land & Water

Management, Karen Nenahlo, emcee and OWLT
Executive Director Tom Stolp and Jim Melichar.
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